














TALENT AC HOC 
COMMITTEE ON 
CIVIL RIGHTS

A Resolution to Affirm the 
Inclusive and Welcoming 
Nature of the City of Talent



Talent Community Values

WHEREAS, our nation and our 
Talent community thrive when we 
live up to the constitutionally 
protected values of freedom of 
religion, liberty, and justice for all, 
while welcoming diversity and 
inclusion, and still maintaining 
separation of church and state...



Medford, December 4th 2016 Phoenix, December 30th 2016



WHEREAS, these values are 
threatened by increasing rhetoric 
of fear and hate targeting 
particular groups… 



Our Process

• 5 members and an alternate appointed by 
the Mayor and approved by Council

• Met between October 2016 and January 
2017

• All meetings publicly noticed, open to the 
public, recorded, with notes available

• Resolution revised to reflect concerns

• Modeled after other cities’ resolutions 
(Beaverton, Portland and Philadelphia)



Talent’s responsibility

WHEREAS, our nation and our 
Talent community thrive when we 
live up to the constitutionally 
protected values of freedom of 
religion, liberty, and justice for all…



WHEREAS, the City of Talent strives to 
be a place where individuals, regardless 
of gender, ethnicity, place of origin, 
religion, or sexual orientation, are 
treated with respect and dignity…



Our Muslim neighbors and 
the mosque deserve 

protection at a time when 
they are being singled out 

for threats. 

•



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED

the City of Talent will not tolerate 
discrimination, hate speech, or 
violent acts committed against any 
individual, religion, or 
community, including but not limited 
to those who are Muslim, 
immigrants, or people of color;



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED
the City of Talent reaffirms its 
commitment to protect all places of 
worship, homes, businesses, schools, 
and community centers.



we encourage Talent residents to 
celebrate diversity and unity; support 
the principles of fairness, dignity, and 
acceptance; promote peaceful 
discourse; and join in efforts to 
ensure the safety of everyone in our 
community;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED



The time to speak out is now

Whereas we, as elected 
representatives of the people, 
have a special responsibility not 
to stay silent in the face of hate, 
discrimination, and violence 
against any of our constituents...



Gerlinde’s 
Father



History shows…



Thank you.
The Ad Hoc Civil Rights Committee
Dorian Hastings
Rachel Parks
Gerlinde Smith
Michelle Glass
Lynda Weinhold



Dorian’s comments 

 

My name is Dorian Hastings and I live at 100 N. Pacific Hwy here in Talent. I am 

a member of the ad hoc committee that crafted this resolution, but I am speaking 

now on my own behalf, as a private citizen. 

 

I especially want to thank the members of the council for their service, sacrificing 

precious spare time and family time to sit at council meetings, untangling miles of 

red tape and all the many thankless tasks the job involves. Local representative 

government is the cornerstone of our democracy. I know that each of you 

understands that you are not here in your own right, but to listen to the voices of 

your neighbors and to act in their best interests, with the best information and best 

practices available to you. 

 

Since I am somewhat the instigator of this resolution, I would like to give an idea 

of the road that led me here. It began over a year ago, in the fall of 2015. 

 

I was moved to tears by the images of refugees fleeing the carnage in Syria and 

being received by Greek islanders, themselves suffering in the midst of the deepest 

financial crisis the country had experienced since World War II. This quality of 

generosity and mercy to strangers is what the Greeks call “FILOXENIA”—the 

polar opposite of xenophobia. 

 

I was reminded of my years in Greece as a foreigner and the mother of a young 

child. 

 

I had moved from New York City, where part of my daily entertainment was 

eavesdropping on subway conversations, where I was a highly literate participant 

in the life around me, working in the publishing industry. In Greece, I became 

functionally illiterate and though I understood perhaps two words of every three, I 

discovered that those third words are often critical to understanding what was 

going on! 

 

I was uncertain where to shop, what foods to prepare, how to conduct myself when 

I understood so little of what was going on around me. I found a tremendous 

amount of support in a faith community—an English evangelical Anglican church. 

I met other mothers, foreigners from Denmark to South Africa, who could share 



their experiences with me—that Greeks like their food at room temperature, not 

piping hot; that spitting on babies was a friendly act, to scare away the devil; that it 

was tradition that mothers do not take their newborns out for the first 40 days. This 

kind of inside knowledge smoothed life with my Greek family and neighbors. 

 

And so I felt very deeply the hostile rhetoric facing Muslims, especially foreigners, 

here in my own country. 

 

I was also reminded of the days and weeks following 9/11. I was living in graduate 

housing in New Orleans, and several of my neighbors were Muslim graduate 

students—from Egypt, Lebanon and other countries around the world. I went 

almost immediately to one family’s home and knocked on the door, just to let the 

mom know I was there for her if she needed anything. A little girl, all of four or 

five, peeped from under the curtain and quickly moved away. I could hear her 

mother speaking to her, but they were too afraid to come to the door! I felt 

heartsick, ashamed even, that they would be so fearful in my homeland, that I 

could offer them no promise of safety or protection! 

 

I read about the resolution passed by the Portland city council and other cities 

across the country, and wondered if something similar should be passed here in 

Talent—after all, Talent is home to a small mosque that serves Muslims for many 

miles around. 

 

But first I needed to know if such a resolution would even be welcome. If I were in 

their place, I cannot say I would be brave enough to announce my presence, given 

the rising Islamophobia. I and a small group approached the governing board and 

asked if such a resolution would be a help. The resounding response was yes, they 

would greatly appreciate such an expression of support. 

 

I have visited the mosque on several occasions since that first time a year ago. I 

have found the people there to be so warm and gentle, peace loving and God 

fearing, and have to reflect on the unjust perversion that terrorism has given to 

Islam. I feel sick at heart to learn that mothers are afraid to bring their children to 

their house of worship, a simple act that had given me so much comfort in my own 

years abroad. 

 



I hope that you on the council will be able to put yourself in the shoes of those who 

may seem different from us, both foreign born and American citizens, and in the 

best tradition of Greek FILOXENIA, support the resolution before you. 





From: Bill Rauch
To: Mayor Stricker
Cc: Councilor Wise
Subject: Resolution supporting Muslim community
Date: Wednesday, January 25, 2017 4:48:37 PM

Dear Mayor Sticker and Councilor Wise,
 
We are writing this letter in our capacity of executive leaders of the Oregon Shakespeare Festival, a
large employer in the Rogue Valley with a facility in Talent. We write today to urge you to support

the resolution that will be presented to the Talent City Council on February 1st regarding the Muslim
population in our area, and specifically the mosque in Talent.
 
This resolution says that the mosque is welcome here, and that the community will do all it can to
protect its followers. It will also make clear that the City of Talent welcomes and values diversity,
inclusion and freedom of religion. In the present political climate of divisiveness, it is all the more
important that our communities express clearly that we welcome and value all people regardless of
all race, gender, sexual orientation, religion, country of origin, ability or economic status. 
 
This resolution is even more important today than it was in August when it was first proposed. Anti-
Muslim posters continue to be found across our community as well as our OSF campus, and just this
last weekend a local Muslim family had their tires slashed in front of their apartment. When the
safety and security of one group is threatened, we all lose.  When people are persecuted for their
beliefs, the freedoms of all Americans are threatened. We have to be willing to stand up and speak
for those whose voices are being drowned out by shouts of fear and hatred.  We must use our
power to set the example.
 
Of course we recognize that there are many populations in our area that need our support, but we
ask you to recognize that the Muslim community has been singled out for increasing rhetoric and
hate speech. Signaling an intolerance for this kind of behavior in this instance will send a clear signal
to all that our community is a safe and welcoming one.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bill Rauch, Artistic Director
Cynthia Rider, Executive Director
Oregon Shakespeare Festival                                    

mailto:billr@osfashland.org
mailto:Mayor@cityoftalent.org
mailto:Councilor1@cityoftalent.org


From: mary foster
To: Councilor Wise
Subject: appreciation for the resolution efforts
Date: Thursday, January 26, 2017 2:16:27 PM

Dear Councilor Wise

As a member of  Masjid Al Tawheed”s Board of Directors, I want you to know how much our community
appreciates all you are doing regarding the resolution-- which will be presented to the City Council on
Wednesday. We can never thank you enough for working towards a public statement from the small
town of Talent, which will speak volumes to the surrounding cities and the world. It is mostly symbolic,
I realize, but in these shaky times it is important to speak out for those who might not have a voice, or
might be afraid to use it.

My husband and I, along with a few of the Muslims in our mosque, went through some difficult times
during the investigation and trial of Pete Seda. We were questioned on many occasions by the FBI—
once during class when I was teaching the kids in the Jackson County Shelter (which was in Talent) and
working for the SOESD. All we ever wanted to do then and now is to worship freely. And your town has
been wonderful in accepting the mosque, the City Council in approving the construction of it several
years ago.

Our small community is made up of everyday people—veterinarians, doctors, business owners, students,
teachers, nurses, retirees, and many little children. Although some are native to this country, most of
these folks have come to the US for school, work or safety.

Once again, thank you for working on this resolution.

Mary Foster
Masjid Al Tawheed Board Secretary and Treasurer

mailto:abdiaziz10@charter.net
mailto:Councilor1@cityoftalent.org


From: Christine Ferriter
To: Councilor Wise
Subject: Combating Islamophobia in Talent and Southern Oregon
Date: Tuesday, January 24, 2017 10:30:43 AM

Councilor Wise,

I am writing to express my strong support of the anti-hate resolution up for a vote on
Feburary 1st which protects our religious freedom rights and provides for our our Muslim
community members and members of Masjid Al-Tawheed in Talent, OR to worship in peace
without fear of discrimination or divisive hate-speech.  The Muslim community is already
under-served here in Southern Oregon & Northern California, since this Mosque is the only
place to worship within 150 mile radius it is our privilege to welcome and support this
community here.  As a resident of the Rogue Valley and someone who works in Talent I
hope that the Talent City Council agrees and will approve this resolution to provide a safe
space for people of all religions.  Furthermore I hope the Cities of Talent, along with
Phoenix, Ashland, Medford, and Jackson County take swift action to prevent and combat any
acts of hate, verbal, physical, or otherwise that are perpetrated in our communities and look
into offering community healing, education, and support when such instances occur.

Thank You,
Christine Ferriter
660 Pracht Street
Ashland, OR

mailto:c_ferriter@hotmail.com
mailto:Councilor1@cityoftalent.org
http://aka.ms/weboutlook


From: Alison Axland
To: Councilor Wise
Subject: Resolution in support of Mosque in Talent
Date: Tuesday, January 24, 2017 9:17:36 AM

Dear Mr. Wise,
I am writing in support of the proposed resolution supporting the Mosque in Talent. As a
resident of Talent, I think that it is incredibly important that we support not only the
residents of Talent, but those who come into our community seeking the fellowship and
sanctuary of their preferred house of worship. 

All too often religious minorities are ignored or persecuted by those in the religious majority.
I grew up as a non-Mormon in Salt Lake City, UT. I understand firsthand what it is like to
experience religious discrimination ranging from dismissal to scorn to outright hostility. If we
support religious freedom for Christians, how can we not vigorously defend the same
freedoms for everyone else? 

As a parent, I want my son to grow up in a community that is diverse and that fights for
social justice. I don't want to have to go to Ashland for those kinds of activities, I would
prefer to support the city that I live in.

Thank you for your time,

Alison Axland
Costume Design Assistant
Oregon Shakespeare Festival
541-482-2111 ext. 367

mailto:alisona@osfashland.org
mailto:Councilor1@cityoftalent.org


From: Rex and Miriam Young-Laube
To: Councilor Wise; Mayor Stricker
Subject: Resolution to support Muslims in the community
Date: Tuesday, January 24, 2017 8:24:21 AM

Dear Councilor Wise and Mayor Stricker,

Just wanted to let you know that I am completely behind the resolution to support Muslims in the Talent
community. I thank you both for your work on this resolution and feel it is exactly what is needed to
stem the tide of hate speech in our communities. Sending a message of inclusion by incorporating this
resolution gives me hope for the future of our rogue valley community.

Sincerely,
MIriam A Laube
Sent from my iPad

mailto:rexandmiriam@gmail.com
mailto:Councilor1@cityoftalent.org
mailto:Mayor@cityoftalent.org


From: Mayor Stricker
To: Councilor Wise; Melissa Huhtala
Subject: Fw: My Appreciation
Date: Friday, January 27, 2017 3:05:11 PM

For the record.  She asked that the below email get added to the letters.

Darby Stricker
Mayor
mayor@cityoftalent.org
541-535-1566

City of Talent
PO Box 445
110 East Main St.
Talent, OR 97540
www.CityofTalent.org

The City of Talent is an Equal Opportunity Provider
PUBLIC RECORDS LAW DISCLOSURE: This is a public document. This e-mail is subject to the
State Retention Schedule and may be made available to the Public.
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This internet email message, replies and/or forwarded copies
(and the materials attached to it, if any) are private and confidential. The information
contained in this email or materials is privileged and is intended only for the use of the
addressee. If you are not the intended addressee, be advised that the unauthorized use,
disclosure, copying, distribution, or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents
of this information is strictly prohibited. If you have received this transmission in
error, please immediately notify us by telephone (541-535-1566) AND by email that
you have received this email in error and have deleted it.

Talent, Oregon

From: mary foster <abdiaziz10@charter.net>
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2017 2:33 PM
To: Mayor Stricker
Subject: My Appreciation
 
Dear Major Stricker, 

I am writing to thank you for your consideration of the resolution which intends to support Muslims and all people
who find themselves underrepresented. Our religious community is really small, but we can feel tremendously
worried at times. During the Friday Prayers, I sit where I have a view of a monitor which shows who is coming and
going in our parking lot. After some of the political rhetoric and promises that one hears almost daily, I find myself
paying more and more attention to that monitor—planning my escape route if something horrific should happen,
wondering how I can save the little kids who are in the room. This is not a good environment for peaceful
worship!

mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=91024C11A24F475F9B55E45398A7125C-MAYOR
mailto:Councilor1@cityoftalent.org
mailto:melissa@cityoftalent.org
http://www.cityoftalent.org/
http://www.cityoftalent.org/


Some will ask, “Why the Muslims?” I attended a meeting in August where one gentleman said if we are
supported, then why not the Order of the Jedi religion, the atheists, the Satanists?  I just don’t see those groups
targeted in the news. I haven’t read about a Jedi religious leader gunned down while walking home from worship.
Or pigs’ heads, slabs of bacon or swastikas left on their front door.  I think we have to include all religious groups
in any resolution of this sort, but look at them on an as-needed basis. Right now it’s us. Tomorrow it could be the
Methodists!  And we will stand up for them. 

I appreciate all you do for this little town. We are all so fortunate to have you at the helm.

Mary Foster
Masjid Al Tawheed Board Secretary and Treasurer

City of Talent
PO Box 445
110 East Main St.
Talent, OR 97540
www.CityofTalent.org

The City of Talent is an Equal Opportunity Provider
PUBLIC RECORDS LAW DISCLOSURE: This is a public document. This e-mail is subject to the
State Retention Schedule and may be made available to the Public.
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This internet email message, replies and/or forwarded copies
(and the materials attached to it, if any) are private and confidential. The information
contained in this email or materials is privileged and is intended only for the use of the
addressee. If you are not the intended addressee, be advised that the unauthorized use,
disclosure, copying, distribution, or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents
of this information is strictly prohibited. If you have received this transmission in
error, please immediately notify us by telephone (541-535-1566) AND by email that
you have received this email in error and have deleted it.

Talent, Oregon

http://www.cityoftalent.org/
http://www.cityoftalent.org/


From: Christina Kukuk
To: Mayor Stricker; Councilor Baker; Councilor Berlant; Councilor Collins; Councilor Harrison; Councilor Pederson;

Councilor Wise
Subject: Welcoming Resolution coming before Council
Date: Saturday, January 28, 2017 3:18:58 PM

Dear Mayor Stricker and members of Council,

I write in support of the welcoming resolution coming before Council this week, and
I urge you to pass a resolution that will clearly value our Muslim neighbors and
friends as well as affirm the religious diversity we enjoy in the Rogue Valley. 

Members of the Christian congregation I lead gave material support to help build the
mosque in Talent, and we continue a friendly relationship through interfaith potlucks
that is deeply valued. 

Our members live in Talent and throughout the valley. Several had to remove anti-
Muslim and white nationalist posters from their college campus and church doors in
recent weeks. These posters have twice appeared on the door of our sister church in
Medford. At a time when local friends who speak in support of religious inclusion
have been targeted with propaganda and veiled threats, it is even more important
that your leadership be loud and clear in support of all residents of Talent. 

With gratitude for your service,
~Rev. Christina G. Kukuk  

-- 
Rev. Christina G. Kukuk, Senior Minister
First Congregational UCC (a.k.a. "the Peace Church")
717 Siskiyou Blvd.
Ashland, OR 97520
ph: 541-482-1981 // cell: 440-610-1911

mailto:ashlanduccpastor@gmail.com
mailto:Mayor@cityoftalent.org
mailto:Councilor6@cityoftalent.org
mailto:Councilor2@cityoftalent.org
mailto:Councilor3@cityoftalent.org
mailto:Councilor4@cityoftalent.org
mailto:Councilor5@cityoftalent.org
mailto:Councilor1@cityoftalent.org
http://www.mailtribune.com/news/20170113/medford-ucc-church-honors-its-history-of-fighting-racism
http://www.mailtribune.com/news/20170113/medford-ucc-church-honors-its-history-of-fighting-racism


From: Mikah Berky
To: Councilor Wise; Mayor Stricker
Subject: Inclusive Resolution
Date: Saturday, January 28, 2017 12:24:36 PM

Councilor Wise and Mayor Stricker,

In the current climate where immigrants are being discriminated against based on
their religion, multiple flyers promoting hated are appearing in the Rogue Valley, and
our national government seems to be driven by fear and intolerance, it is more
important now than ever to pass the resolution stating that Talent strives to be an
inclusive community.  Let's value diversity and support our community members.

I live in Ashland, but work in Talent.  I encourage you to support this resolution.

Best,
Mikah Berky

mailto:berky.mikah@gmail.com
mailto:Councilor1@cityoftalent.org
mailto:Mayor@cityoftalent.org


From: Chris Bolender
To: Councilor Wise; Mayor Stricker
Subject: Support for the Inclusion resolution
Date: Saturday, January 28, 2017 5:09:19 PM

Dear Mayor and Councilor Wise-
 
Thank you for promoting a resolution that supports inclusion of all people to the lovely community
of Talent.  I recently moved to Talent, with my family, from Ashland (just over a year ago).  We enjoy
the quiet, peaceful atmosphere of the town. 
 
Unfortunately, I cannot attend the council meeting on Feb 1, due to work, but I wanted to express
my support for the resolution.  With the results of the recent national election, and the subsequent
fear and agitprop that are permeating our airwaves, it is increasingly important that we, as a
community, continue to welcome people of all races, religions, genders, sexual orientations and
income levels. 
 
Sincerely,
Chris Bolender
155 Meadow Slope Dr
Talent
 

Chris Bolender
AEA Production Stage Manager – Mojada & Off The Rails
chrisb@osfashland.org
 

mailto:chrisb@osfashland.org
mailto:Councilor1@cityoftalent.org
mailto:Mayor@cityoftalent.org
mailto:chrisb@osfashland.org


From: Jill  Miller
To: Councilor Wise
Subject: mosque
Date: Saturday, January 28, 2017 6:17:13 PM

Daniel Wise,

I would like to add my support to the members of the Muslim mosque in Talent.  I
feel privileged to live in this welcoming community.  

Jill Miller
270 St Ives Drive. 

mailto:jilldmiller39@gmail.com
mailto:Councilor1@cityoftalent.org


From: Kristina Lefever
To: Mayor Stricker; Councilor Berlant; Councilor Harrison; Councilor Pederson; Councilor Wise; Councilor Collins
Subject: Re: SPOTLIGHT: Support Resolution 17-955-R, a Resolution to affirm the inclusing and welcoming nature of the

City of Talent
Date: Sunday, January 29, 2017 11:56:08 AM

I am an Ashland Resident, but I would like to state my support for Resolution 17-955-
R, a Resolution to affirm the inclusing and welcoming nature of the City of
Talent, welcoming all and specifically supporting the Muslim community and Talent
mosque.

(Also, would you consider adding a link on your website that would direct an email
such as this one to the Mayor and all of the councilors all at once?  Ashland has a
link like that on their government page and it makes corresponding with them so
much easier.  Otherwise, people have to cut and paste each of your addresses. 
Thank you!)

Kristina

On Sun, Jan 29, 2017 at 11:21 AM, Peace House <editor@peacehouse.net> wrote:
Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

SPOTLIGHT: Support Resolution 17-955-R, a Resolution to affirm the
inclusing and welcoming nature of the City of Talent 
   

 

Support Resolution 17-955-R, a Resolution to affirm the inclusing and welcoming
nature of the City of Talent 
 
The resolution welcoming all and specifically supporting the Muslim community and
Talent mosque is now available on the city council agenda website as a pdf. The
resolution itself is on p. 25 of the pdf, and other background information--on the ad
hoc committee that shaped it, background on the the resolution, FAQs, similar
resolutions from other cities, as well as citizen letters--follow, pp. 26 - 78.

http://www.cityoftalent.org/Files/Council%20Agenda%20Packet%20020117.pdf

Peace House urges you to read the resolution and look over the supporting
documents.

The resolution comes before the Talent City Council
Old Town Hall, corner of East Main and Market
Wednesday, Feb. 1, 2017
6:45 p.m.

There will be sign-in forms as you come, should you wish to speak

mailto:kristinalefev@gmail.com
mailto:Mayor@cityoftalent.org
mailto:Councilor2@cityoftalent.org
mailto:Councilor4@cityoftalent.org
mailto:Councilor5@cityoftalent.org
mailto:Councilor1@cityoftalent.org
mailto:Councilor3@cityoftalent.org
mailto:editor@peacehouse.net
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1103031757499&ca=68861629-a17d-4280-a92b-1431bb3e5756
http://s.rs6.net/t?e=dx65ljSKrNk&c=1&r=1
http://s.rs6.net/t?e=dx65ljSKrNk&c=3&r=1
http://s.rs6.net/t?e=dx65ljSKrNk&c=4&r=1
http://s.rs6.net/t?e=dx65ljSKrNk&c=5&r=1
http://myemail.constantcontact.com/SPOTLIGHT--Support-Resolution-17-955-R--a-Resolution-to-affirm-the-inclusing-and-welcoming-nature-of-the-City-of-Talent.html?soid=1103031757499&aid=dx65ljSKrNk#fblike
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sr3rFYRQeYLiL2m8UJ-YponVGTQZIsEvr5vZQ9ikRAzvuiHUydquzKws3TpDU1MAsOPV5Q5oTP5V6OvA89ooS7YG7XccJsR-3DmsF1QrXYooJZEzPGDAOBd0YTmoroOsVe9y4LX6UnuxVTvLGLMG-w2imPC4s3tlafM1USgVtpqj6tQcQR4Qk8ZmAyXxY_okAy3UBQiHviwqVYgLMy3RsTGpMminWaRobl2pWO8t5XnljYrv6OSO2mpqIdnrcjXP&c=3ZRK6m-Gn-Jg3FCEY9KUrxrzNsn8jQ6IE4LWW0AvCk2fuHNGI0rJxA==&ch=Wk1HkfE7x5h0OZggEHlQbsZXk8IDxWRJtLn2h5eeOmGV-3vpdwkfQg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sr3rFYRQeYLiL2m8UJ-YponVGTQZIsEvr5vZQ9ikRAzvuiHUydquzC1KTY-lf2ZDhBBpREQb6o2nDZ7FuNUhsL2vPfhf_AXyYt13kKw0Kwxdpcu_UOBAxhYMpTjBVXur9ULA5TApIxdCrWkpxWTCqZ8lOma3rhk-wvSPI3aITN8tCpiZa1bt6VyKvIIACS1xPCc39vYVDF89jQsEpppHlY54Hb3cjJZuHz1bLiZQGXxigswEuLLQdufFFfcd6B3a7WXxYptpGnVlSeKqcKhQyWYFQSTP5HJfsFIE7s3z-p-YwuhyxTED5GWnokbo23RELQkpd6J7qO7WemhsSQfnOtSLAX79r3-umiyZofV5WAoVixdxH7G0rRoHaC6Cy37oKw7SMe6AB5ZVRnZ1yLb2ch0kyrHXsZMy1mWjDgHpioFjX2eeE9A5z1RpN-7lfH1W0XD-wBlSsopVMIvpPaNY5w5uE03HSq5E8utn7pYpt_BlKjSAPQgRVR00b0GNn7YOcZcZEr3o1kVlhHEW6OySclTayxKVZ9VYax8owGemKhE=&c=3ZRK6m-Gn-Jg3FCEY9KUrxrzNsn8jQ6IE4LWW0AvCk2fuHNGI0rJxA==&ch=Wk1HkfE7x5h0OZggEHlQbsZXk8IDxWRJtLn2h5eeOmGV-3vpdwkfQg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sr3rFYRQeYLiL2m8UJ-YponVGTQZIsEvr5vZQ9ikRAzvuiHUydquzC1KTY-lf2ZDhBBpREQb6o2nDZ7FuNUhsL2vPfhf_AXyYt13kKw0Kwxdpcu_UOBAxhYMpTjBVXur9ULA5TApIxdCrWkpxWTCqZ8lOma3rhk-wvSPI3aITN8tCpiZa1bt6VyKvIIACS1xPCc39vYVDF89jQsEpppHlY54Hb3cjJZuHz1bLiZQGXxigswEuLLQdufFFfcd6B3a7WXxYptpGnVlSeKqcKhQyWYFQSTP5HJfsFIE7s3z-p-YwuhyxTED5GWnokbo23RELQkpd6J7qO7WemhsSQfnOtSLAX79r3-umiyZofV5WAoVixdxH7G0rRoHaC6Cy37oKw7SMe6AB5ZVRnZ1yLb2ch0kyrHXsZMy1mWjDgHpioFjX2eeE9A5z1RpN-7lfH1W0XD-wBlSsopVMIvpPaNY5w5uE03HSq5E8utn7pYpt_BlKjSAPQgRVR00b0GNn7YOcZcZEr3o1kVlhHEW6OySclTayxKVZ9VYax8owGemKhE=&c=3ZRK6m-Gn-Jg3FCEY9KUrxrzNsn8jQ6IE4LWW0AvCk2fuHNGI0rJxA==&ch=Wk1HkfE7x5h0OZggEHlQbsZXk8IDxWRJtLn2h5eeOmGV-3vpdwkfQg==
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to the council on the issue. Talent residents in particular are urged to participate
and voice their opinion.

If you are NOT able to attend the meeting, you can still voice your opinion by letter
or email to Mayor Darby Stricker and the City Council:

http://www.cityoftalent.org/SectionIndex.asp?SectionID=12

All of us working together are making Peace a reality.
"Peace is not the absence of conflict, but the presence of justice."
- Martin Luther King Jr.
 
Information and Volunteer Opportunities at Peace House to Get Involved!
Contact info@peacehouse.net for more information on what Peace House is doing and ask how you
can be part of it.
 
We invite you to volunteer.  You are valuable - who else has your particular insights, skills,
experience, and talents?
 
We need every one of you and there is something for everyone that is just what you're
looking for!
 
Support Peace House: Visit our web site at www.PeaceHouse.net and click on the button
"Donate Now" located on the web site.
   

 

Peace House, 543 S. Mountain Ave. , Ashland, OR 97520

SafeUnsubscribe™ kristinalefev@gmail.com

Forward email | Update Profile | About our service provider
Sent by editor@peacehouse.net in collaboration with

Try it free today
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From: Councilor Berlant
To: Councilor Baker; Councilor Harrison; Councilor Wise; Councilor Collins; Councilor Pederson; Mayor Stricker;

Melissa Huhtala; Tom Corrigan
Subject: FW: Resolution supporting diversity and freedom of religion
Date: Sunday, January 29, 2017 7:55:47 PM

 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
 

From: Melody Ashworth
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2017 7:25 PM
To: Councilor Berlant
Subject: Resolution supporting diversity and freedom of religion
 
Councilor Emily Berlant,

I would guess from your candidate filing last fall that you are already in favor of the
resolution before the Council next week. I would like to share a few thoughts with
you that may support your position at the Council meeting.

Although I am not a Talent resident, I also attend a faith community that is outside
the town I live in. And as a Jackson County resident, events that occur in any part
of the county also reflect on me. I am also the foster mother of an outstanding
woman who was born and raised as a Muslim in Morocco and is now a US citizen.
So the Talent resolution will affect me as well as the citizens of Talent.

From the time the first Europeans settled here, America's strength has derived from
both the welcome extended to immigrants from all continents, and the labor and
community spirit of those immigrants themselves. We not only honor our freedom by
protecting the freedom of all  who live here, we honor the highest qualities in
ourselves.

With sincere wishes for your success,

Melody Ashworth
Medford, OR

City of Talent
PO Box 445
110 East Main St.
Talent, OR 97540

www.CityofTalent.org

The City of Talent is an Equal Opportunity Provider
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This is a public document. This e-mail is subject to the
State Retention Schedule and may be made available to the Public.
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This internet email message, replies and/or forwarded copies
(and the materials attached to it, if any) are private and confidential. The information
contained in this email or materials is privileged and is intended only for the use of the
addressee. If you are not the intended addressee, be advised that the unauthorized use,
disclosure, copying, distribution, or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents
of this information is strictly prohibited. If you have received this transmission in
error, please immediately notify us by telephone (541-535-1566) AND by email that
you have received this email in error and have deleted it.

Talent, Oregon
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From: Karen Gernant
To: Mayor Stricker; Councilor Baker; Councilor Berlant; Councilor Collins; Councilor Harrison; Councilor Pederson;

Councilor Wise
Subject: support for resolution
Date: Sunday, January 29, 2017 5:07:39 PM

Dear Mayor and Council Members,

We are unable to attend the meeting on February 1, but we want to inform you that we wholeheartedly support
the resolution affirming "the inclusive and welcoming nature of the City of Talent."  Diversity enriches and
strengthens a community.   We want all persons to feel welcome and safe in Talent, and at this moment it is of
particular importance to extend welcomes to Muslims and immigrants.  

Cordially,

Karen Gernant (Talent residence since 1993) and Louis Roemer (Talent resident since 2008)
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From: Councilor Wise
To: Talent City Council
Cc: Melissa Huhtala
Subject: Fw: Support for Muslim Community Members
Date: Sunday, January 29, 2017 11:38:41 PM

From: Maureen Vaughey <maureen.strobel@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, January 29, 2017 7:57 PM
To: Mayor Stricker; Councilor Wise
Subject: Support for Muslim Community Members
 
Dear Mayor Stricker and Councilor Wise,

I know this letter may be late, but as I cannot attend the meeting on Wednesday due to
a schedule change, I wanted to express my support for the resolution related to Muslims
living in our community. Every single American, especially during this scary and divisive
time, has a right to a safe place to worship, regardless of religion. It blows my mind that
there is only one mosque for Southern Oregon muslims to worship. Given that, it is even
more imperative that non-Muslims support and promise the safety of this one sacred
space and the people worshipping there. Muslims are welcome in Southern Oregon and
we should do everything we can to make sure they feel welcomed by the community.

Thank you,
Maureen Vaughey
Inventory Assistant/Stitcher - Oregon Shakespeare Festival

-- 
"We must have a pie. Stress cannot exist in the presence of a pie." - David Mamet

City of Talent
PO Box 445
110 East Main St.
Talent, OR 97540
www.CityofTalent.org

The City of Talent is an Equal Opportunity Provider
PUBLIC RECORDS LAW DISCLOSURE: This is a public document. This e-mail is subject to the
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(and the materials attached to it, if any) are private and confidential. The information
contained in this email or materials is privileged and is intended only for the use of the
addressee. If you are not the intended addressee, be advised that the unauthorized use,
disclosure, copying, distribution, or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents
of this information is strictly prohibited. If you have received this transmission in
error, please immediately notify us by telephone (541-535-1566) AND by email that
you have received this email in error and have deleted it.

Talent, Oregon
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January 26,2017 

re: Resolution of Inclusion 

Dear Mayor Stricker, and Councilors Wise, Collins, Pederson, Harrison, McManus, 
and Abshire: 

I am writing to you on behalf of the First United Methodist Church of Ashland, which 
feels very strongly that this resolution should be adopted as an appropriate and 
reasonable response to the heightened threat currently experienced by the Muslim 
Community in Southern Oregon. This congregation has celebrated worship in 
Southern Oregon for a number of years, working hard to be able to buy the land and 
build their new mosque in Talent. That those who have made this peaceful 
commitment to the community should find themselves under unwarranted suspicion 
by neighbors who have no experience of the muslim faith practice, nor a relationship 
with individual members of Masjid Al Tawhead, is truly alarming. 

I offer you the specific language from the United Methodist Social Principles, 162 

The Social Community: 

"The rights and privileges a society bestows upon or withholds from those who 
comprise it indicate the relative esteem in which that society holds particular 
persons and groups of persons. We affirm all persons as equally valuable in 
the sight of God. We therefore work toward societies in which each person's 
value is recognized, maintained, and strengthened. We support the basic 
rights of all persons to equal access to housing, education, communication, 
employment, medical care, legal redress for grievances, and physical 
protection. 

We deplore acts of hate or violence against groups or persons based on race, 
color, national origin, ethnicity, age, gender, disability, status, economic 
condition, sexual orientation, gender identity, or religious affiliation. Our 



respect for the inherent dignity of all persons leads us to call for the 
recognition, protection, and implementation of the principles of The Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights so that communities and individuals may claim 
and enjoy their universal, indivisible, and inalienable rights. 

162.8 Rights of Religious Minorities 
Religious persecution has been common in the history of civilization. We urge 
policies and practices that ensure the right of every religious group to exercise 
its faith free from legal, political, or economic restrictions. 

We condemn all overt and covert forms of religious intolerance, being 
especially sensitive to their expression in media stereotyping. We assert the 
right of all religions and their adherents to freedom from legal, economic, and 
social discrimination." 

Clearly this has been a long and labored discussion. Although we respect the debate, 
finalizing this decision now has urgency behind it. Please act on behalf of our greater 
community. Your courageous leadership can weight the chance for interest rather than 

fear to guide the exchange between neighbors unfamiliar with one another. Curiosity 
can replace defensiveness, providing a bridge of friendship between folks who address 
divinity differently. This resolution is an act of common decency in offering that 
hope. 

If we don't stand together, we all fall. 

J nifmin 
The First United Methodist Church, 

Ashland, OR 



From: Melissa Huhtala
To: Councilor Berlant; Councilor Collins; Councilor Wise; Councilor Baker; Mayor Stricker; Councilor Pederson;

Councilor Harrison
Cc: Tom Corrigan
Subject: Another Civil Rights Comment
Date: Monday, January 30, 2017 2:02:09 PM

From: Tia Hatch <tiaoftalent@charter.net>
Sent: Monday, January 30, 2017 1:47 PM
To: Talent Oregon
Subject: Resolution 17-955-R
 
I went to your website and used the “contact” feature to share my support for Resolution
17-955-R, but then I read I should have used the email address.  So, I am restating my
fervent and heartfelt support for the Muslim community and the Muslim mosque here in
Talent and ask that you pass Resolution 17-955-R to include and welcome not only the
Muslim community, but all peoples (immigrants, people of color, peoples of diverse faiths
and peoples of diverse sexual orientation). 
 
My thanks for your support.
 
Tia Hatch
tiaoftalent@charter.net
333 Mountain View Drive, #164
Talent, OR 97540
541-944-3609
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error, please immediately notify us by telephone (541-535-1566) AND by email that
you have received this email in error and have deleted it.

Talent, Oregon

http://www.cityoftalent.org/


From: Natashe Kupras
To: Mayor Stricker; Councilor Baker; Councilor Berlant; Councilor Collins; Councilor Harrison; Councilor Pederson;

Councilor Wise
Subject: Pass the revised Talent Mosque resolution
Date: Monday, January 30, 2017 5:23:04 PM

As a resident of Talent, I urge you to pass the revised Talent Mosque resolution.

The resolution has been revised to reflect concerns that were raised. The committee was asked to make
sure it was clear that the city was respecting separation of church and state and was not endorsing one
religion, and that has been taken care of. Having made revisions based on those concerns, it is time to
move forward so we don't look back years from now and say, "People in our midst were being
threatened because of their religion and we failed to speak out."
.  Our Muslim neighbors and the mosque deserve equal protection at a time when they are being
singled out .
 There is a public safety issue, a freedom of religion issue, and a protection of rights for all issue.

 History shows what happens when people are silent.  The time to speak out as a community is
now, BEFORE something else happens. 

Natashe Kupras
Talent resident
citizen of the world
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From: Sue Stendebach
To: Mayor Stricker; Councilor Baker; Councilor Berlant; Councilor Collins; Councilor Harrison; Councilor Pederson; 

Councilor Wise
Subject: Support of Resolution to Affirm the Inclusive and Welcoming Nature of the City of Talent
Date: Monday, January 30, 2017 6:35:40 PM

Honorable Mayor Stricker and Councilors Wise, Collins, Pederson, Harrison, McManus, and 
Abshire,

I strongly support and respectfully request that you adopt the Resolution to Affirm the 
Inclusive and Welcoming Nature of the City of Talent at your February 1 meeting.  The 
vitriol and violence toward Muslims in the U.S. have significantly escalated in the wake of 
continued incendiary rhetoric that many have taken as license to carry out these attacks.  
Since the election, and even more recently with the ban on entry to the U.S. of 
immigrants and refugees from predominantly Muslim countries, we have seen an increase 
in mosque burnings, verbal and physical attacks, and threats and intimidation of Muslims, 
brought about by the unwillingness to distinguish Muslims from Muslim extremists, and 
thereby wholly misplaced hatred, as well as generalized Islamophobia.  Close to home, 
here in the Rogue Valley, we’ve also been witnessing hate speech - both oral and written, 
assault and intimidation of Muslims.  

The anti-Muslim rhetoric and actions will not go away any time soon, and will likely 
continue to escalate, both nationally and unfortunately, here within the Rogue Valley.  
Now is the time to resolve to embrace and protect our Muslim neighbors and members of 
Masjid Al Tawhead, as well as others targeted by those who misundersand humanity and 
act out against persons who look, speak, dress or pray differently from them.  Now is the 
time for us to unite and stand up for one another in the face of bigotry and hatred.  Let 
us take the lessons from history, and not wait until it’s too late to take action or turn our 
backs on our sisters and brothers who are at risk.  In a speech President Obama gave 
before leaving office, he said, “Change will not come if we wait for some other person or 
some other time.  We are the ones we’ve been waiting for.”  Please be that change 
tonight for the Talent Community, exemplifying true community that other municipalities 
and regions can then emulate.

Thank you for your time, and your consideration of this critical resolution.

Sincerely,
Sue Stendebach
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From: Alison Lerch
To: Councilor Wise
Subject: Resolution 17-995-R
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2017 10:59:43 AM

Dear Mayor Stricker and the Talent City Council,

I am writing in suppprt of the inclusion and welcoming resolution for people of the
Muslim religion as well as people of all religions, ethnicities, and sexual orientation. I
am proud to live in the city with the only Mosque from Eugene to Redding, and want
everyone to feel safe and welcome to be themselves in our town. 

I am the daughter of a first born Syrian American. My Grandfather and his family
immigrated to the US from Syria in the beginning of the 20th century and settled in
Brooklyn, NY.  I grew up feeling so much pride in my family history, and being
Syrian is something that makes me feel connected to a culture outside of America.
In today's climate, the words Syrian and Muslim have a lot of hate behind them, and
as citizens we have to stand up for what is true. Adopting a welcoming resolution is
the first step in the process. Please vote "yes" on 17-995-R and put Talent on the
map as a City that looks beyond fear and prejudice, and one that lives in peace and
harmony. 

Sincerely,
Alison Lerch
1011 Talent Ave
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From: lorayne@jeffnet.org
To: Mayor Stricker; Councilor Baker; Councilor Berlant; Councilor Collins; Councilor Harrison; Councilor Pederson;

Councilor Wise
Subject: Meeting 2/1/17
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2017 1:27:24 PM

1/31/17

Dear, Mayor Stricker and members of the Talent City Council:

I’d like to register my support of the Resolution to Affirm the Inclusive and
Welcoming Nature of The City of Talent. I’d like to thank you on behalf of all
marginalized groups who find themselves targeted and ducking for cover these
days.  I am, and have been an active and politically outspoken member of the
Lesbian Community for 40 years.  I understand all too well the dangers of being
different, discriminated against, targeted, harassed and fearing for my safety.   

I live in this valley and want to help create a safe and joyous experience of
community for all who live here.  It is with great sadness that I actually have to
write such a letter of support – but so be it.  I have no doubt that you will do the
right thing and support all of our neighbors. 

Thank you for you, in advance, for your support.

Sincerely,

Lorayne Michaels

498 Walker Ave. #3

Ashland, OR

97520
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From: Derek Pyle
Subject: Please Protect Masjid al-Tawheed
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2017 12:31:19 PM

Dear Mayor and Councilors,

Please pass the resolution tonight to honor and protect Masjid al-Tawheed. This
country is founded on the ideals of personal and religious freedom. All around the
world, our ideals serve as shining examples of openness, liberty, and righteousness.
We must show the world that we will protect our vulnerable community members,
and that we will not be driven to fear, mistrust, and hatred of our own neighbors.
We must continue to stand for what is right.

Thank you,

Derek Pyle
541-499-9394

mailto:derekdpyle@gmail.com
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RE:  Resolution to support our Muslim neighbors and targeted groups 
 
 
 
Mayor Stricker and Members of the City Council, 
 
We are writing to support the passage of the Resolution supporting diversity and safety for all 
members of our community, including the members of our own local Muslim mosque.   
 
When the City Council wisely formed a Committee to address this issue, the idea of a resolution 
endorsing our community as one of inclusion, seemed a kind and positive gesture.  With the 
events of the past months --- including a radical shift in national policy against Muslims and 
minorities and immigrants --- the proposed Resolution is essential to push back against the vitriol 
and against the discriminatory treatment of others.  The Resolution expresses not only our 
community’s support of diverse people, but it affirms that as a community --- we will not tolerate 
discriminatory attacks on anyone in our community.  It is a Proactive Declaration that in Talent, 
we stand united in protecting everyone here.  An attack on anyone is an attack on all of us. 
 
We support this Resolution and the excellent efforts of the Ad Hoc Committee who drafted it.  
We urge passage of the Resolution and we are proud of Mayor Stricker and the City Council in 
supporting this effort. 
 
     Sincerely, 
 
 
  
  Marguerite Schellentrager                     James Schellentrager 



From: Yahya Suzanna nadler
To: Mayor Stricker
Cc: Councilor Baker; Councilor Pederson; Councilor Harrison; Councilor Collins; Councilor Wise; Councilor Berlant
Subject: About the Wednesday night Council meeting
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2017 10:26:49 AM
Attachments: PastedGraphic-2.tiff

twitter32.png

Dear Mayor and City Councilors,

Even though my husband and I, who are both interfaith ministers in Talent, cannot 
attend the meeting tonight, we would like our voices to be heard.  Our Muslim 
neighbors and the mosque deserve equal protection at a time when they are being 
singled out and threatened.  This is  a public safety issue, a religious rights issue, 
and a right’s protection issue.  We are in favor of the welcoming resolution with its 
revisions and ask Talent to have the strength to uphold the rights of every person, 
especially in our community.  

Sincerely, 
Suzanna Nadler MEd &
Rodney Birney, MD

Suzanna Yahya Nadler
Movement Therapist
Dare to Know What You Love & Live It!
(541) 535-3338
selfsoulcenter.org
Fb Self & Soul Center page
Fb SoulWork page 

mailto:yayaalisuz@gmail.com
mailto:Mayor@cityoftalent.org
mailto:Councilor6@cityoftalent.org
mailto:Councilor5@cityoftalent.org
mailto:Councilor4@cityoftalent.org
mailto:Councilor3@cityoftalent.org
mailto:Councilor1@cityoftalent.org
mailto:Councilor2@cityoftalent.org
http://www.selfsoulcenter.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Self-Soul-Center/70226708970
https://www.facebook.com/soulworksufi
https://www.facebook.com/yahya.s.nadler
https://twitter.com/danceurdreams
http://www.youtube.com/user/BodyPoetYahya?feature=watch
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RE:  Resolution to support our Muslim neighbors and targeted groups 

 

 

 

Mayor Stricker and Members of the City Council, 

 

We are writing to support the passage of the Resolution supporting diversity and safety for all 

members of our community, including the members of our own local Muslim mosque.   

 

When the City Council wisely formed a Committee to address this issue, the idea of a resolution 

endorsing our community as one of inclusion, seemed a kind and positive gesture.  With the 

events of the past months --- including a radical shift in national policy against Muslims and 

minorities and immigrants --- the proposed Resolution is essential to push back against the vitriol 

and against the discriminatory treatment of others.  The Resolution expresses not only our 

community’s support of diverse people, but it affirms that as a community --- we will not tolerate 

discriminatory attacks on anyone in our community.  It is a Proactive Declaration that in Talent, 

we stand united in protecting everyone here.  An attack on anyone is an attack on all of us. 

 

We support this Resolution and the excellent efforts of the Ad Hoc Committee who drafted it.  

We urge passage of the Resolution and we are proud of Mayor Stricker and the City Council in 

supporting this effort. 

 

     Sincerely, 

 

 

  

  Marguerite Schellentrager                     James Schellentrager 



From: Nan L. White
To: Mayor Stricker; Councilor Baker; Councilor Berlant; Councilor Collins; Councilor Pederson; Councilor Wise
Subject: Last nights meeting, remarks from Clergy
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2017 10:03:50 AM

Mayor and Council members, 

I attended last nights meeting and signed up to speak but left to make room for 
Talent residents.  I am copying the remarks I would have said if I could have 
spoken.  

Thanks, 
Rev. Nan L. White 
Rogue Valley Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
Ashland, OR 

Mayor, council members, my name is Nan White and I serve as minister to the Rogue Valley Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship located in Ashland and whose membership spans the Rogue Valley into northern 
California with many Talent residents who are members of our congregation including a former Talent 
council member, Joan Dean.

Our faith teaches us that every person has inherent worth and dignity and we are called to be compassionate 
especially toward anyone who feels oppressed and marginalized in any community. 

 Our faith also teaches us that the moral arc of the universe is long and it bends towards justice which calls us to 
voice our support to the resolution brought to you asking for equal respect and protection for our Muslim 
brothers and sisters. We are here tonight to stand in solidarity with them whether they live or work in 
Talent, and especially knowing their chosen place of worship is in Talent.    

The families of the congregation I serve has exchanged pot luck dinners with the families who worship at the 
Mosque.  They have come to our place in Ashland and we have shared a meal together at the Mosque. 
They’ve learned a lot about us and we them, and the result is that our experiences with each other has 
built bridges instead of walls.  

I’m guessing there are many more people in your community who are living in real fear now that the new 
administration unapologetically is restricting only certain kinds of people of faith who can enter the United 
States which goes against our American motto: e pluribus unum (out of many, one). 

I ask that each of you support the resolution before you, to respect and support the Muslim and immigrant people 
in your city, which will help us all to promote a culture that feeds compassion towards one another instead 
of fueling fear and hate. 

Rev. Nan L. White, minister 
Rogue Valley Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
Ashland, Oregon
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From: Ila Sachs
To: Councilor Wise; Mayor Stricker
Subject: Combat Islamophobia
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2017 4:11:02 PM

Hello,
My name is ila sachs. I live in Ashland...so Im your neighbor :)

Im writing in support of the a resolution for the protection of the mosque in Talent. 
Please do your best to protect them.
Thank you.
ila

ila sachs, MS, CT, NAD IV
Sign Language/English Interpreter
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From: alicia@garden-inn.com
To: Councilor Wise
Subject: Letter in Support of Diversity, Talent and the local Mosque!
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2017 2:30:14 PM

Dear Councilman Wise,

My partner Paul Schmeling and I own a residence at 220 Brittson Drive,
Talent, OR.  We have a young daughter who is now 12 years old.  We love the
city of Talent.  We appreciate it's mix of small town familiarity, it's
genuine kindness and it's tradition of fairness.  We appreciate how Talent
has managed growth and encouraged modernity while earnestly respecting the
environment. We are heartened, as a biracial family, to have always received
warm smiles and gracious comments when interacting with others in our
community - really we know and expect nothing less!

I am so very proud to know Talent, Oregon is home to the only mosque in
southern Oregon.  I am heartned to know that our town has always welcomed
its presence, as we would any holy place of faith.  I am writing to support
the City of Talent as we continue to find ways and words to affirm this
commitment to diversity and inclusion. Thank for for joining our community
in this most American cause.

Yours Respectfully,

Alicia Hwang

morical house garden inn
668 north main street ashland OR 97520
www.moricalhouse.com
as featured in travel+leisure & nationalgeographictraveller!
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Statement is support of resolution 

We live in extraordinary times. Our nation and our community are being torn 

apart, as people take sides and only accept their version of the news as 

“true.” Entire populations are being singled out, based on race, religion or 

country of origin, and being cast as the enemies of America’s greatness. 

Hate groups are posting bulletins in our neighborhoods, recruiting acts of 

intolerance. Here in Talent, a member of a Muslim place of worship must 

watch a security monitor in fear of attacks. A woman—a white American 

citizen--wearing a scarf on her head is told to “go home to your own 

country.”  

Given that context, concerned residents took it on themselves to do 

something to protect both a perceived and an actual threat to our Muslim 

neighbors. They drafted the resolution you see before you tonight. Yes, this 

resolution specifically calls for the protection of Muslims in our community, 

but only after stating that, “…the city of Talent will not tolerate 

discrimination, hate speech or violent acts committed against any individual, 

religion or community.” It does so because Muslims are a targeted group 

today. It does so because it is not sufficient to sit back and chant “good will 

to all,” when that good will is not being given to all equally.  

It is important that we, the elected representatives of this city respond to 

the overwhelming show of support for this resolution—50 letters in support 

and only 2 opposed—as well as to the very real threat of our times. It is time 

for us to stand alongside our neighboring cities of Medford, Phoenix and 

Ashland and say that we “celebrate diversity and unity, support the 

principles of fairness, dignity, and acceptance; promote peaceful discourse; 

and join in efforts to ensure the safety of everyone in our community.” It is 

time for us to say “no” to hate and intolerance and to say “yes” to inclusion. 

Not to do so is to pretend that some people are more valuable than others, 

and to hide our prejudice under the guise of fairness. It is time to be 

courageous and to vote yes on this resolution “to affirm the inclusive and 

welcoming nature of the City of Talent” 

Thank you.  

Daniel Wise 

Talent City Council 



 

City Council Agenda Report 

Agenda Item – Staff Report 02/01/2017 
Meeting Date: February 1, 2017  Primary Staff Contact: Ryan Martin 

Department: Administration   Email: rmartin@cityoftalent.org 

Approval: Thomas J. Corrigan  Secondary Contact:  

 

The City has received a Blue Sky funding award from Pacific Power up to $59,186.00 to help 

advance the solar project at 104 East Main Street.  

 

Blue Sky funding will be provided once the project is complete and Pacific Power has received 

all documentation required to verify project completion. Blue Sky will reimburse the City for up 

to $59,186.00 of costs related to the project.  

 

The City does not have the appropriations in the current budget to spend this required money, so 

staff is requesting that a supplemental budget be adopted to increase both revenues and 

expenditures in the Capital Improvements Fund as seen below: 

 

Capital Improvement Fund Revenues +$59,186.00 

Capital Improvement Fund Expenditures +$59,186.00 

 

Per Oregon Local Budgeting Law, a supplemental budget that does not increase the fund by 10% 

or more does not require a public hearing or published notice. 
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Oregon’s Statewide Planning Goals & Guidelines

GOAL 1: CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT

OAR  660-015-0000(1)

To develop a citizen involvement
program that insures the opportunity
for citizens to be involved in all
phases of the planning process.

The governing body charged with
preparing and adopting a
comprehensive plan shall adopt and
publicize a program for citizen
involvement that clearly defines the
procedures by which the general public
will be involved in the on-going land-use
planning process.

The citizen involvement program
shall be appropriate to the scale of the
planning effort. The program shall
provide for continuity of citizen
participation and of information that
enables citizens to identify and
comprehend the issues.

Federal, state and regional
agencies, and special- purpose districts
shall coordinate their planning efforts
with the affected governing bodies and
make use of existing local citizen
involvement programs established by
counties and cities.

The citizen involvement program
shall incorporate the following
components:

1. Citizen Involvement -- To provide
for widespread citizen involvement.

The citizen involvement program
shall involve a cross-section of affected
citizens in all phases of the planning
process. As a component, the program
for citizen involvement shall include an
officially recognized committee for

citizen involvement (CCI) broadly
representative of geographic areas and
interests related to land use and
land-use decisions. Committee
members shall be selected by an open,
well-publicized public process.

The committee for citizen
involvement shall be responsible for
assisting the governing body with the
development of a program that
promotes and enhances citizen
involvement in land-use planning,
assisting in the implementation of the
citizen involvement program, and
evaluating the process being used for
citizen involvement.

If the governing body wishes to
assume the responsibility for
development as well as adoption and
implementation of the citizen
involvement program or to assign such
responsibilities to a planning
commission, a letter shall be submitted
to the Land Conservation and
Development Commission for the state
Citizen Involvement Advisory
Committee's review and
recommendation stating  the rationale
for selecting this option, as well as
indicating the mechanism to be used for
an evaluation of the citizen involvement
program. If the planning commission is
to be used in lieu of an independent
CCI, its members shall be selected by
an open, well-publicized public process.
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2. Communication -- To assure
effective two-way communication
with citizens.

Mechanisms shall be established
which provide for effective
communication between citizens and
elected and appointed officials.

3. Citizen Influence -- To provide the
opportunity for citizens to be
involved in all phases of the planning
process.

Citizens shall have the
opportunity to be involved in the phases
of the planning process as set forth and
defined in the goals and guidelines for
Land Use Planning, including
Preparation of Plans and
Implementation Measures, Plan
Content, Plan Adoption, Minor Changes
and Major Revisions in the Plan, and
Implementation Measures.

4. Technical Information -- To assure
that technical information is available
in an understandable form.

Information necessary to reach
policy decisions shall be available in a
simplified, understandable form.
Assistance shall be provided to interpret
and effectively use technical
information. A copy of all technical
information shall be available at a local
public library or other location open to
the public.

5. Feedback Mechanisms -- To assure
that citizens will receive a response
from policy-makers.

Recommendations resulting from
the citizen involvement program shall be
retained and made available for public
assessment. Citizens who have
participated in this program shall receive
a response from policy-makers. The
rationale used to reach land-use policy

decisions shall be available in the form
of a written record.

6. Financial Support -- To insure
funding for the citizen involvement
program.

Adequate human, financial, and
informational resources shall be
allocated for the citizen involvement
program. These allocations shall be an
integral component of the planning
budget. The governing body shall be
responsible for obtaining and providing
these resources.

A. CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT
1. A program for stimulating

citizen involvement should be developed
using a range of available media
(including television, radio, newspapers,
mailings and meetings).

2. Universities, colleges,
community colleges, secondary and
primary educational institutions and
other agencies and institutions with
interests in land-use planning should
provide information on land-use
education to citizens, as well as develop
and offer courses in land-use education
which provide for a diversity of
educational backgrounds in land-use
planning.

3. In the selection of members for
the committee for citizen involvement,
the following selection process should
be observed:  citizens should receive
notice they can understand of the
opportunity to serve on the CCI;
committee appointees should receive
official notification of their selection; and
committee appointments should be well
publicized.

B. COMMUNICATION
Newsletters, mailings, posters,

mail-back questionnaires, and other
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available media should be used in the
citizen involvement program.

C. CITIZEN INFLUENCE
1. Data Collection - The general

public through the local citizen
involvement programs should have the
opportunity to be involved in
inventorying, recording, mapping,
describing, analyzing and evaluating the
elements necessary for the
development of the plans.

2. Plan Preparation - The
general public, through the local citizen
involvement programs, should have the
opportunity to participate in developing a
body of sound information to identify
public goals, develop policy guidelines,
and evaluate alternative land
conservation and development plans for
the preparation of the comprehensive
land-use plans.

3. Adoption Process - The
general public, through the local citizen
involvement programs, should have the
opportunity to review and recommend
changes to the proposed
comprehensive land-use plans prior to
the public hearing process to adopt
comprehensive land-use plans.

4. Implementation - The general
public, through the local citizen
involvement programs, should have the
opportunity to participate in the
development, adoption, and application
of legislation that is needed to carry out
a comprehensive land-use plan.

The general public, through the
local citizen involvement programs,
should have the opportunity to review
each proposal and application for a land
conservation and development action
prior to the formal consideration of such
proposal and application.

5. Evaluation - The general
public, through the local citizen

involvement programs, should have the
opportunity to be involved in the
evaluation of the comprehensive land
use plans.

6. Revision - The general public,
through the local citizen involvement
programs, should have the opportunity
to review and make recommendations
on proposed changes in comprehensive
land-use plans prior to the public
hearing process to formally consider the
proposed changes.

D. TECHNICAL INFORMATION
1. Agencies that either evaluate

or implement public projects or
programs (such as, but not limited to,
road, sewer, and water construction,
transportation, subdivision studies, and
zone changes) should provide
assistance to the citizen involvement
program. The roles, responsibilities and
timeline in the planning process of these
agencies should be clearly defined and
publicized.

2. Technical information should
include, but not be limited to, energy,
natural environment, political, legal,
economic and social data, and places of
cultural significance, as well as those
maps and photos necessary for effective
planning.

E. FEEDBACK MECHANISM
1. At the onset of the citizen

involvement program, the governing
body should clearly state the
mechanism through which the citizens
will receive a response from the
policy-makers.

2. A process for quantifying and
synthesizing citizens' attitudes should be
developed and reported to the general
public.

F. FINANCIAL SUPPORT
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1. The level of funding and
human resources allocated to the citizen
involvement program should be
sufficient to make citizen involvement an
integral part of the planning process.




